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STATEMENT OF CONSIDERATIONS

REQUEST BY THE CARBORUNDUM COMPANY (CARBORUNDUM) FOR AN
ADVANCE WAIVER OF DOMESTIC AND FOREIGN PATENT RIGHTS UNDER

ITS SUBCONTRACT WITH SOLAR TURBINES INCORPORATED (SOLAR)
UNDER DOE CONTRACT NUMBER DE-AC02-92CE40960; W(A)-93-027;
CH-0784

The Carborundum Company (Carborundum), has requested a
waiver of domestic and foreign patent rights for all subject
inventions of its employees under a subcontract it expects to
enter under DOE's prime contract with Solar Turbines Incorporated

(Solar) for the development of a ceramic stationary gas turbine

under contract No. DE-AC02-92CE40960. Carborundum is a wholly
owned subsidiary of British Petroleum whose manufacturing and
research and development facilities are located primarily in the

United States. Accordingly, Carborundum has assured DOE that all

records and technical data developed under Carborundum's
subcontract, including relevant background data and background
patents, will be maintained and be physically available in the
United States.

A copy of Carborundum's waiver petition is attached for
reference. It is anticipated that the subcontract will extend
over three phases having a total cost of approximately $573,998.
Solar has already been granted a waiver to its own employee's
inventions under the prime contract which has a total cost of
about $32.7 million. Carborundum has agreed, subject to the
grant of its waiver petition, to accept the same terms for its
waiver as provided in the waiver already granted to Solar.

The overall objective of the gas turbine program under
Solar's prime contract is to improve the performance of
stationary gas turbines in cogeneration applications and to
lessen environmental emissions through the replacement of
metallic components in the turbines with ceramic parts.
Carborundum's task under phase I of its subcontract will be to
assess preliminary designs provided by Solar for hot face ceramic

turbine components and provide fabrication and commercialization
plans for the components, as well as to review its existing
material database. Although Carborundum's task under Phases II

and III of its subcontract is highly dependent on Phase I
results, current plans call for final design, material and
component testing, manufacture of components,, and, finally,
engine testing and characterization of ceramic components.

Again referring to its waiver petition, Carborundum states
that it has made a substantial investment of financial resources
in the research and development relating to various aspects of
ceramics manufacturing. Accordingly, Carborundum believes that
its technical expertise in the field of ceramics should benefit
the work that is to be performed under its subcontract. Relating
to ceramic materials in particular, Carborundum states that it is








